
 
GREAT STORIES INSPIRE CHANGE. Wakakirri is a
Story-Dance festival that aims to do just that!
Established in 1992, it is Australia’s largest
national Performing Arts event for schools. 

A Wakakirri Story-Dance is a 3–7-minute
performance showcased by students that
theatrically tells a story using a combination of
dance, creative movement, and acting to pre-
recorded music. Performing live on a big stage is
an experience students will never forget! Every
schools’ presentation is filmed for WakaTV as part
of the search for ‘Story of the Year’.

Wakakirri can be easily implemented into any
classroom or whole school Health and Wellbeing
program. Options are also available to support
teachers who are new to the role or need further
assistance to incorporate the Performing Arts
within classes to save time on planning and
delivery via the ‘Best Start Program’.

Wakakirri is the ideal program for your school to boost public image to the
wider community and support a pedagogical approach that promotes a
positive learning environment through inclusivity and diversity for all
students who participate. Wakakirri has been incorporated by other
schools as part of a successful Health and Wellbeing program to empower
student voice, agency, and leadership and build school pride.

Do you need other approaches to build school culture? Would you like a program that helps
engage students in creativity and stimulate inquiry while also supporting the Performing
Arts within your classrooms? Do you want to further develop interpersonal skills and
confidence in unique ways? 

ATTENTION ALL SCHOOLS!

ATTENTION ALL TEACHERS! 



10 EXAMPLES THAT
SUPPORT GENERAL
CURRICULUM
CAPABILITIES:

HOW CAN WAKAKIRRI
ENGAGE IN ARTS
EDUCATION AND
SUPPORT THE
HEALTH AND
WELLBEING
PROGRAM IN MY
SCHOOL?
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By fostering creativity through practical
and productive Arts-based approaches,
your students will develop innovative
ways to seek and make original work
that connects to complex possibilities.
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GENERATE POSSIBILITIES

Students will discover newfound skills
that build social confidence and self-
esteem through performing on a
professional stage in front of a live
audience, communicating and sharing
concepts with the wider community.

EXPRESS IDEAS

Wakakirri provides opportunities
for students to engage with other
schools in the area and celebrate
creativity in a safe performance
space.

ESTABLISH INTERACTIONS

Students develop intercultural
understandings while creating a
Story-Dance that reflects on their
own cultural identities and those
of others, allowing for diverse
representations to be
showcased in unique ways.

BUILD INTERCULTURAL
EXPERIENCES

The program enables students to
work closely with their peers
while helping to develop and
practice social skills using
teamwork and setting goals that
build initiative, confidence,
resilience, and adaptability
through a creative arts process.

ENHANCE SOCIAL
CAPABILITIES
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The Wakakirri experience can help your
students expand on strategies to overcome
obstacles, extend organisational skills and
identify the resources needed to complete
tasks through the processes found in
creating, rehearsing, and presenting a
Story-Dance performance.
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IMPROVE METACOGNITIVE
SKILLS

In creating a Wakakirri Story-
Dance, students work together to
draw on their imagination and
thinking skills to address an
issue or explore an idea.

STRENGTHEN COLLABORATION

The program gives students the
ability to generate and evaluate
ideas that are reflective of your
school’s ideologies. Your Story-
Dance can represent moral themes
or social challenges that help build
your students’ understanding of
becoming a more responsive 21st-
century citizen.

EXPLORE VALUES

The arts-based approaches in
Wakakirri can expand your
students’ perspectives and
negotiate the different types of
relationships to further build
empathy and find ways to
comprehend diverse viewpoints.

ENHANCE SOCIAL
CAPABILITIES

Allows your students to develop and form
ethical understandings when they design a
Story-Dance performance by applying the
skills of logic, sensitivity, and artistry to an
issue that affects society. The program
values the ability to unpack cultural and
historical perspectives through artistic
interpretation and expression.

INTERPRET ETHICAL IDEAS



IS WAKAKIRRI ALIGNED WITH THE LEARNING
AREAS OF THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM? 

YES! WE COVER…

The Aboriginal word ‘Wakakirri’ means ‘to dance a story’. Stories that are created
incorporate the 5 learning areas of Dance, Drama, Music, Media Arts, and Visual Arts.
Wakakirri provides opportunities to stimulate and engage students as they discover and
interpret the world by building upon artistic and expressive skills that communicate ideas,
thoughts, and opinions. Using a combination of art forms, students will discover new ways
to enhance their creative potential, inspire and excite their imagination! 

Wakakirri utilises creative and physical movement elements to perform a story, expanding
students' understanding of how the body moves and actively developing fundamental
kinaesthetic skills. Schools can offer this program as an alternative to activities available
in PE classes by focusing on the acquisition and refinement of movement abilities to
engage student learning and explore the cultural meaning of physical activity. The
program also offers the opportunity for students to interact with others on a social level to
build teamwork, leadership and support health and wellbeing priorities.

Wakakirri supports the priority of maintaining and transforming cultural practices, social
systems and the relationships of people to their environment. The program highly values
the use of reusable materials already available within your school to create a Story-Dance
and reduce your environmental footprint. An emphasis is on creative storytelling, not
expensive or extravagant productions. Wakakirri has also seen stories that advocate
effective actions for sustainability.

Wakakirri values the use of ICT capabilities to enable schools in using digital technologies
when making and presenting a Story-Dance item. Schools can utilise these resources as a
means to build skills and confidence in ICT work by using interactive multimedia platforms
such as rear-projection and software to make and present their artwork on stage. Students
also have the option to be involved with the production design elements (i.e., lighting,
sound, props & set) and even work alongside professional lighting technicians and stage
managers at our theatres to bring stories to life!

THE ARTS 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUSTAINABLILITY

ICT CAPABILITIES

Visit wakakirri.com
02 9882 6777

info@wakakirri.comReady to
register?

Want more
information?


