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OUR FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR'S
STATEMENT
2021 was a rollercoaster year for Wakakirri. We started
the year with a Covid strategy and were forced to execute
every aspect of it as the season unfolded. It was an
exhausting process for the Wakakirri team and I am
grateful for their dedication to seeing the season
through.

Some notable outcomes from 2021 include:

The extended lockdowns in NSW and Victoria forced
the complete cancelation of all live events in those
states. Although there were some cancelations in
other States and Territories most live events  were
competed.

Wakakirri is no longer a competition. This change has
been coming for sometime but the difficult financial
situation created by Covid-19 meant that if Wakakirri
wanted to access major funding  it needed to make
the change.

Wakakirri live streamed its live shows for the first
time in 2021 creating access to new audiences.

The Wakakirri Artist in Residence Program has been
expanded due to increased demand and will includes
an online version in 2022.

Kristen Douglas, the national manager of Headspace
schools has joined the Wakakirri team alongside Tom
Calma as a Patron.
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ACT 
Canberra Theatre

19th July
20th July
21st July

WA
Perth Concert Hall

4th August
5th August
6th September

SA
Adelaide Ent Centre

10th August
11th August
12th August

N O T E :  D A T E S  M A R K E D  I N  R E D  I N D I C A T E  S H O W S  C A N C E L L E D  D U E  T O  C O V I D - 1 9
L O C K D O W N S

2021 DATES AND VENUES
NSW
NIDA

26th July
27th July
13th September

Riverside Theatres
16th August
17th August
18th August
19th August
20th August

Shoalhaven Ent Centre
26th August

WIN Entertainment Centre
2nd September

Civic Theatre
29th July

Quaycentre
7th September
8th September

Performed
46.9%

Withdrawn*
39.1%

Transferred to video*
14%

VICTORIA
Clocktower Centre

30th July
11th August
12th August
13th August 

Frankston Arts Centre
17th August
18th August
19th August
20th August

Hamer Hall
6th September
7th September

QLD
Logan Ent Centre

23rd August
24th August
25th August
26th August 

Logan Metro Sports Centre
19th October
20th October

The Events Centre
30th July

Mackay Ent Centre
26th July

Pie Chart  showing impact on 258
registrat ions due to Covid-19 lockdowns
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WAKAKIRRI STORY-DANCE
ASSOCIATION INC.
The Wakakirri Story-Dance Association Incorporated is a not-for-profit organisation
(since 2004) that uses storytelling, the oldest form of learning, as it’s focus for
providing innovative educational programs to schools in a manner that resonates with
contemporary youth culture.

G R E A T  S T O R I E S  C A N  O P E N  H E A R T S  &  M I N D S  &  I N S P I R E  C H A N G E  

‘When stories are exchanged, tellers and interpreters share their differing
understandings of events and experiences. This sharing can result in rich and deep
alignments. Stories provide a road to empathy, understanding and acceptance because
when we share stories we become characters in our own stories as well as those of
others. Simultaneously, we come to deeper knowledge of content, of others and of
ourselves’ (Lowe, 2002, p. 75).

S T O R Y T E L L I N G  I S  T H E  O L D E S T  F O R M  O F  L E A R N I N G .

The Wakakirri Association presents the
Wakakirri Challenge to provide an
education program for schools that
develops student engagement and
wellbeing through the sharing of stories
and participation in the performing arts.

 A S S O C I A T I O N  A I M S

In the opinion of Professor Tom Calma
AO “Wakakirri develops our young kids to
be the leaders of the future.” Alongside
his role at Wakakirri, Professor Calma is
also the Co-Chair of Reconciliation
Australia.

W A K A K I R R I  P A T R O N

The WSDAI Committee is governed by
individuals from business, the arts and
education sectors. As an incorporated
association, the WSDAI produces an
annual report and is publicly
accountable.

C O M M I T T E E

The Aboriginal word Wakakirri means ‘to
dance a story’ according to the
Wangaaypuwan people from Cobar NSW.
It was chosen to give the event a
distinctly Australian feel.

W H A T  D O E S  W A K A K I R R I  M E A N ?
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WAKAKIRRI STORY-DANCE
ASSOCIATION INC.
C O M M I T E E  M E M B E R S

F E S T I V A L
D I R E C T O R

A D A M
L O X L E Y

B U S I N E S S
C O N S U L T A N T

D A R R E N
T A S K E R

A C C O U N T A N T

G E R R Y  G I L C H R I S T

T E A C H E R

V A L E R I E
H A R R O L D

W A K A K I R R I  P A T R O N

P R O F E S S O R
T O M  C A L M A  A O

W A K A K I R R I  P A T R O N

K R I S T E N
D O U G L A S

M A R K E T I N G
C O N S U L T A N T

M A T T H E W
S A M U E L
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WAKAKIRRI ANNUAL PROGRAMS
AND EVENTS

The Wakakirri Story-Dance Festival is a
national program for schools that
develops student engagement and
wellbeing through participation in the
performing arts.
Schools participate by creating Story-
Dances which they perform in live
theatres in capital cities and selected
regional areas around Australia. Schools
in remote and regional areas can
participate via Wakakirri Video.

W A K A K I R R I  S T O R Y - D A N C E  F E S T I V A L

The Wakakirri Artist in Residence
provides assistance to schools that do
not have the resources or skills to
participate in Wakakirri. Combined with
online dance classes the AIR program
can also be used by schools in remote
areas.

A R T I S T  I N  R E S I D E N C E  P R O G R A M

Via Wakakirri, secondary students have
the option to explore career pathways in
performing and creative arts, design, and
event management. Participating
students have access to industry
professional mentors, careers day
seminars and the option of completing a
Certificate 2 in Dance. 

C A R E E R  P A T H W A Y S  P R O G A M

The Wakakirri Inspiration Fund directly
assists disadvantaged schools by
covering the cost of participation fees or
an artist in residence program.

W A K A K I R R I  I N S P I R A T I O N  F U N D

At the end of the live and video seasons at TV
special is broadcast via the Wakakirri website
and social media channels that showcases  
outstanding works from the year

N A T I O N A L  T V  S P E C I A L

2 0 2 1  S I G N A T U R E  T H E M E  M O T I F  ' M O N K E Y '



Wakakirri was recognised by the Australian Performing
Arts Teachers Association for our contribution to
performing arts education in schools at a special
presentation held at the National Institute of Dramatic
Art (NIDA) in Sydney this May 2021. 

The ‘Excellence in Performing Arts Education Award’
recognises an outstanding organisation working in
performing arts education, providing programs that
significantly contribute towards student engagement and
participation; developing a love for performance and an
understanding of the broader creative process.
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NATIONAL AWARD WINNING
E X C E L L E N C E  I N  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  E D U C A T I O N  A W A R D
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PARTICIPATION STATISTICS
P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  V E R S U S  P R I V A T E  S C H O O L S

P R I M A R Y S E C O N D A R Y
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SHOW STATISTICS
A U D I E N C E  M E M B E R S

L I V E  S H O W S
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WAKAKIRRI PARTNERS AND
SPONSORS

M A J O R  P A R T N E R S

S U P P O R T I N G  P A R T N E R S

F O O T S T E P S  D A N C E  C O M P A N Y
J A S O N  C O L E M A N ' S  M I N I S T R Y  O F  D A N C E

D A N C E  P A R T N E R S

D A N C E T R A I N  M A G A Z I N E
E D U C A T I O N  T O D A Y

M E D I A  P A R T N E R S
B I O M E  E C O  S T O R E S
E N H A N C E  T V
S C H O O L Y A R D  S T O R I E S
S E N H E I S E R
C O S T U M E S  W I T H O U T  D R A M A
S T U D I O  7  D A N C E W E A R  
P A N  M A C M I L L A N

P R I Z E  P A R T N E R S
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WAKAKIRRI AMBASSADORS

A N D R E W
M C F A R L A N E

E M M A
W A T K I N S

K A T
H O Y O S

J U S T I N E
C L A R K E

J A S O N
C O L E M A N

T O D D
M C K E N N E Y

J A M E S
E L M E R

M I C H A L A
B A N A S

W I L L
T R A N



12 |  Annual  Report  2021

A FEW BEST STORIES FEATURED
IN THE SEASON SPECIAL 

Reaching Out to those in need is part of the
Aussie way. Whether it’s bushfires,
including those who are left out, or helping
the less fortunate...we need to stick
together in tough times.

R E A C H  O U T

H O L Y  C R O S S  C A T H O L I C
P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L ,  N S W

"A STUNNING PERFORMANCE
THAT HAS BREATH TAKING
MOMENTS!" 

Girl falls in love with soldier who is called
to war. Girl farewells soldier and prays he'll
come home. Soldier does not come back
from war and girl struggles with her loss.

L O V E ,  W A R ,  A N D  L O S S

M E L B A  C O P L A N D  S E C O N D A R Y
S C H O O L ,  A C T

"AN ARTISTIC PIECE THAT IS
MESMERISING AND
CAPTIVATED THE AUDIENCE." 
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A FEW BEST STORIES FEATURED
IN THE SEASON SPECIAL 

It could happen to you or me. The most
vulnerable among us deserve our empathy,
compassion, and advocacy. Join us, as we
take to the streets to dissolve the negative
stigmas surrounding homelessness.

M E L B O U R N E ,  T H E  M O S T  L I V A B L E  C I T Y

K A R E N  F E L D M A N ' S  D A N C E
S C H O O L ,  V I C

"TAKES THE VIEWER DEEP
INTO A PHYSICAL 'RESPONSE'
TO CURRENT SOCIO-
ECONOMIC ISSUES"

Coral reefs are home to marine life and
fundamental to our own survival. Coral
bleaching is caused by increased ocean
temperatures due to burning fossil fuels.
We can prevent it by creating cleaner
energy sources.

R E E F  R E S C U E
H E L E N A  C O L L E G E ,  W A

"I  WAS ENGAGED FROM
BEGINNING TO END.
FANTASTIC WORK!"
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WAKAKIRRI FESTIVAL AWARDS
RECIPIENTS

Primary video entry
From the Limited to the
Land of Opportunity

V A L K S T O N E  P R I M A R Y
S C H O O L ,  V I C

R A I S I N G  A W A R E N E S S
S T O R Y  A W A R D

Primary video entry
Gabul Wudhabagu (Carpet
Snake Journey)

W E I R  S T A T E  S C H O O L ,
Q L D

R E C O N C I L I A T I O N
S T O R Y  A W A R D

Primary live entry
Renew, Reuse, Relove

E N O G G E R A  S T A T E  S C H O O L ,
Q L D  

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y
S T O R Y  A W A R D

Secondary live entry
Removing the Mask

T R I N I T Y  C O L L E G E
W A

Primary live entry
Uluru United

P R E S C O T T  C O L L E G E
S O U T H E R N ,  S A
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INSPIRATION FUND
F U N D S  R A I S E D  B Y  Y E A R

Donations
40%

Sponsorship
30%

Grants
30%

F U N D S  R A I S E D  B Y  Y E A RD O N A T I O N  B R E A K D O W N

The Wakakirri Inspiration Fund raises funds
to help schools in disadvantaged
communities to participate in Wakakirri.
Any school can apply for funds, they simply
need their Principal to complete the below
form outlining their request. Schools can
apply for funding each year which can be
spent on subsidising Wakakirri student
participation fees.

Wakakirri is a registered charity.  Funds are
raised in the following ways;

Asking for donations from the audience
at live shows
Donations via the Wakakirri website
Appyling for grants from funds and
trusts
Appyling for sponsorship from
corporations

All funds raised go directly to participating
schools. 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

Bayswater Primary School x $1050
Blacktown Girls High School x $525
Bullsbrook College x $525
Chifley College x $1050
Christies Beach High School x $1050
Curran Public School x $1400
Emerson School x $525
Hallam Senior Secondary College X $2200
Horizons Dance Company x $175
Horsley Park Public School x $280
John Warby Public School x $1750
Kangaroo Flat Primary School x $1400
Karen Feldman's Dance School x $350
Kingswood High School x $1400
Lyndale Greens Primary School x $1050
Moreton Downs State School x $1400
Nowra East Public School x $1400
Para Hills West Primary School x $1050
Queanbeyan West Public School x $1050
Sacred Heart Primary School x $2200
Sacred Heart Schoolx $1400
St John's School $2200
Staines Memorial College x $525
Swansea Public School x $1400
Tarro Public School x $1400
Tuggerah Public School x $1050

B E N E F I T I N G  S C H O O L S  2 0 2 1

T O T A L  I N S P I R A T I O N  F U N D S  A L L O C A T E D
I N  2 0 2 1  $ 2 4 , 6 3 0



16 |  Annual  Report  2021

CAREER PATHWAY PROGRAM
F R E E  W A K A K I R R I  C A R E E R  D A Y  S E M I N A R

All Secondary School studnets are invited to attend this
significant FREE Wakakirri Career Day event hosted
online. 

This event was held on 12 May from 1 PM to 3 PM
[AEST] and consisted of one 45 minute session with our
two keynote speakers (KAY HOYOS & STEPHEN MAHY),
a student Q+A session, and a workshop consisting of
the modules What Is a Story-Dance and Finessing Your
Story-Dance
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C E R T  2  I N  D A N C E
Wakakirri is an opportunity for Secondary students to
explore career pathways in Performing and Creative
Arts, Design, and Event Management. Secondary
Students participating in Wakakirri can also earn a
Certificate 2 in Dance.
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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM
Wakakirri can provide qualified Performing Arts Facilitators that can come to your
school and do most of the heavy lifting needed to create a story-dance performance.
Teachers can still be involved in the process but without the pressure of being in
charge! Wakakirri’s Artist in Residence Programs can be used for Wakakirri Live or
Wakakirri Video events

N E E D  A  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  T E A C H E R ?   W E  H A V E  O N E  F O R  Y O U !

$ 2 2 0 0  F O R  1 2  W E E K  P R O G R A M  W I T H  5 0
S T U D E N T S

P R O G R A M  C O S T S
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NATIONAL TV SPECIAL

At the end of the live and
video seasons at TV
special is broadcast via the
Wakakirri website and
social media channels that
showcases outstanding
works from the year

V I E W S

Projected
number only
(data not in at
time of
publishing)
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Y O U T U B E  C H A N N E L  V I E W E R  A G E S Y O U T U B E  C H A N N E L  S T A T I S T I C S

104%
subscriber increase

1.7M
impressions

105K
views

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0
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F A C E B O O K ,  I N S T A G R A M  &  T W I T T E R

16,111
subscribers & followers

across all platforms
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SOCIAL MEDIA
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T O P  P O S T S

W H I T E F R I A R S  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L
T O P  V I D E O  6 . 9 K  V I E W S

T h r o u g h  t h e  S m o k e ,  2 0 2 0  v i d e o  e n t r y
A D E L A I D E  E N T  C E N T R E  1 1 T H  A U G U S T  
TOP LIVESTREAM 2665 PLAYBACKS

3 7 2  p e a k  c o n c u r r e n t s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3NiP3973zM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3NiP3973zM
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TESTIMONIALS
C O M M E N T S  F R O M  T H E  2 0 2 1  E V A L U A T I O N  S U V E Y

                                     It was an incredible
opportunity for students and the entire
school community"

"OUTSTANDING!

                       Definitely should do it""AMAZING!

"Wakakirri is a great experience for
students, allowing them to experience
something new, step outside the box and
build of friendship and teamwork skills"

"Extremely worthwhile - It is a journey
that staff, parents and students are a
part of. It teaches the students that
working hard towards achieving a goal is
important and rewarding."

"FUN, ALL-INCLUSIVE, BROAD"

"A fantastic way to get students to shine.
Many students would not get an
opportunity like this to be on stage and
to work with other students. If promotes
cooperation and team work

"An performance experience that
provides students with a huge buzz  and
an ADRENALIN BODY EXPLOSION!"

"Watching the students perform brought
tears to my eyes."

"The cancelation of Wakakirri Live
impacted students' mental health and
well-being. Students have felt isolated,
lonely and missed out on an activity that
usually brings them joy."



D I D  P E R F O R M A N C E  D A Y  L I V E  U P  T O
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EVALUATION SUVEY
H O W  M U C H  D I D  T H E  S T U D E N T S  E N J O Y
S H O W  D A Y ?

W O U L D  Y O U  P A R T I C I P A T E  I N
W A K A K I R I  A G A I N ?  

H O W  D I S A P P O I N T E D  W E R E  S T U D E N T S
M I S S I N G  O U T  O N  P E R F O R M I N G  L I V E ? *

W H A T  P L A C E  D O E S  W A K A K I R R I  H A V E  A T  Y O U R  S C H O O L ?  

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY

DANCE

DRAMA

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

EXTRA-ACADEMIC ACTIVITY

RECOMMENDED CURRICULUM

VISUAL ARTS

OTHER

*Schools impacted by cancelled events 


